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Obituary. 
W. H. RYDER, I.S.O. 
DIED, 28th FEBRUARY, 1915. 
Mr. W. H. Ryder was a member of the Public Service 
of Queensland for 52 years, and was one of the very few 
survivors of those who were appointed before the Civil 
Service Act of 1863. Mr. Ryder was born in Nova Scotia 
in November, 1843, and with his parents emigrated to 
Victoria, where he was subsequently engaged in newspaper 
work. Coming to Queensland shortly after Separation he 
entered the Public Service on 15th February, 1862. He 
became Assistant Under Colonial Secretary on 1st January, 
1880, and on 80th July, 1895, Under Colonial Secretary, 
the title of which office was changed in the following year 
to that of Under Secretary to the Home Department. For 
over 18 years, Mr. Ryder was at the Home Office, and his 
unfailing courtesy and tact in the performance of his 
onerous duties gained for him the esteem and regard of all 
with whom he was brought in contact. 
In the year 1899, Mr. Ryder was the returning officer 
in connection with the Referendum on the proposed 
Federal Constitution, which subsequently became law, as 
the Imperial Act to constitute the Commonwealth of Aus-
tralia. Shortly before his death Mr. Ryder presented to the 
Society the commission issued to him on this occasion. 
Mr. Ryder retired from the Public Service on 
November 26th, 1913, and great regret was expressed when 
it became known that his health was failing. He was hiiried 
in the Lutwyehe Cemetery. 
Mr. Ryder married Christian Frances, younger 
daugihter of Mr. William Kerr Macnish, at one time regis-
trar of the Supreme Court of Queensland, who survives 
him. 
THE HONOURABLE F . H . HART, M.L.C. 
DIED, 15th JULY, 1915. 
Frederic Hamilton Scott Hart, second son of William 
Hamilton Hart, was born at Madras, on 26th March, 1836. 
He received his education from the Rev. J. J. Smith Pat-
terson, New South Wales; the Rev. E. Freeman, Brown's 
River, Hobart Town; the King's School, Parramatta, New 
South Wales; and Mr. Henry Standish, Brussels. 
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Mr. Hart first laaded m Australia in 1843, when his 
father assumed the position of Superintendent of the Bank 
of Australasia. Subsequently he returned to England, but 
he again arrived in Australia in 1853. He entered the 
office of the firm of Messrs. Bright Bros, and Co., Melbourne, 
now under the designation of Gibbs, Bright and Co. In 
1862 Mr. Hart was entrusted by his firm with the establisih-
ment of a house at Brisbane, arriving here in September of 
that year for the purpose. From the time of his arrival in 
Brisbane he took an active part in the development of 
Queensland, being associated with the Colony's Mercantile 
Shipping, Banking, Pastoral, and Insurance business. 
In 1866 he was appointed to a seat on the Marine 
Board of Queensland, for many years being Vice-Chairman 
of the Boafd, itom which he eventually retired after 37 
years service. In July, 1872, he was summoned to the 
Legislative Council, remaining a Member of that House, 
until his death. 
Possessing the benefits of the sound training to be 
gained in his young days in the merchant-banking houses, 
and with knowledge gained in association with his firm's 
shipowning, his advice and judgment concerning mercan-
tile, financial and shipping matters was sought and accepted, 
as also in matters pertaining to Queensland. Indeed, 
from his arrival in the Colony, he, in association with the 
far-seeing men of that day, had consistently endeavoured 
to assist in developing it on the broadest lines. 
His political views were based upon conservative prin-
ciples, and matters of statesmanship appealed to him, whilst 
the politician he condemned on the ground that " a states-
man sees to-morrow, and the politician cannot see past to-
day ." 
T. W. CONNAH, I.S.O. 
DIED, 2nd NOVEMBER, 1915. 
The late Mr. T. W. Connah, Auditor-General of 
Queensland, was one of the earliest members of the Society 
and took a keen interest in its proceedings. He had an 
intimate knowledge of Queensland affairs gained by a 
residence of nearly half a century in Brisbane. 
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Mr. Connah Avas descended from an ancient Welsh 
family anid was born at Birkenhead, in 1843. 
In early life he was engaged in shipping at Liverpool, and 
came to Queensland in 1866. He entered the Public Ser-
vice in 1873, rising to be Under Secretary to the Treasury 
in 1902, and Auditor-General in 1907. 
Mr. Connah brought to the high office which he filled 
a ripe experience and a fearless performance of its impor-
tant duties. He was a prominent member of the Church 
of England, and for many years acted as treasurer of the 
SyTiod of the Diocese of Brisbane. 
He was endeared to all who were privileged to know 
him by his genial and kindly nature. Mr. Connah died in 
his official chair, and was accorded a public funeral. 
Mr. Connah married a sister of the late Honourable 
T. B. Stephens, M . L J C , a member of the first Brisbane 
City Council, and is survived by a numerous family. 
HUBERT JENNINGS IMRIE HARRIS. 
KILLED IN ACTION AT THE DARDANELLES, 1915-
Lieut.-Col. Hubert Harris was la son of the late Albert 
Harris, of Brisbane, and was born on 12tih January, 1871. 
He was educated at the Brisbane Grammar School, and 
obtained a commission in the Queensland Rifles on 16th 
November, 1890. When the Boer war broke out, nine years 
later, he was a Lieutenant in the Q.M.I., and went to the 
front with that corps, commanding the 2nd contingent, 
Q.M.I, in the field in November and December, 1900. On 
7th January, 1901, he became a Captain, and commanded 
the Australian Mounted Infantry, January to March, 1901. 
For his services in South Africa he held the Queen's medal 
with four clasps. 
He acted as Militia Adjutant in Queensland some years, 
attaining the rank of Major on 26th April. 1907. when he 
took over the command of the 13th Australian Light Horse. 
He became Lieut.-Colonel on lOth January, 1911, and was 
on the Unattached List at the outbreak of the present war. 
He was among the first to volunteer for active service, and 
he Went to Gallipoli when the Light Horse volunteered to» 
Serve in the trenches, and there died a soldier's death. ' 
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T. HOLDER CowLr 
DIED 29TH JANUARY, 1916. 
Mr. T. Holder Cowl was born in Hull on 7th July, 
1843, and emigrated to Australia as a young man. In 
January, 1863, he came to Queensland and shortly after-
wards entered the Queensland Public Service in the newly 
established Electric Telegraph Department, from which he 
retired in 1900. When the history of the Electric Tele-
graph Department is written it will be seen how large a 
part Mr. Cowl played in its growth. His labours extended 
from Dalby to Normanton. After his retirement 
from the service, Mr. Cowl was an active member of the 
Brisbane bench of magistrates. Mr. and Mrs. Cowl cele-
brated their golden wedding in 1912, and Mr. Cowl's 
reclining years were passed in retirement. He was buried 
in the Toowong Cemetery. 
